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Bill C-32 

  

The provisions of the proposed Bill with regards to the education exception are not only illogical, 

they are counter-productive. 

  

As a published author and as a Canadian taxpayer, I cannot understand why my work (which 

took 20 years to research and a year to write) should, in effect, be legally allowed to be stolen 

from me, without recompense. 

  

So-called "educators" claim that this provision of C-32 will lower the cost of education and will 

allow higher expenditures in other areas (such as, perhaps, their own salaries).  The savings will 

not be returned to the government for use elsewhere, they will be simply spent in another way.  

So the logic of this provision is utter nonsense.  I earn the massive amount of roughly $200 per 

year from Canadian copyright payments for my book (the biography of a true Canadian war 

hero).  Thank goodness this is not my only source of income! 

  

Most authors (the ones writing books about everyday subjects, books which will NOT become 

bestsellers and which might take 1-2 years to complete), are fortunate to earn a very small 

advance of less than $10,000 on a book, and then receive royalties of $1-3 per copy sold (after 

the advance has been repaid, which rarely happens).  This is not a great amount of money.  If you 

take away any portion of this, you might reduce some authors' incomes to the poverty level.  In 

other words, the taxes paid by authors (to support, in part, education costs) will be reduced to the 

point that some might be forced to seek social assistance.  So C-32 potentially carries a double 

whammy: lower tax revenues and increased social assistance costs.   

  

And what incentive will there be in the future for Canadian authors to write school textbooks?  

Given the disincentive of the educational exception proposed under C-32, I submit that the future 

will see our schools buying American and British textbooks, works that don't even mention 

Canada in a modern or global context.  

  

Does that result make sense to anyone on the Committee? 

  

Respectfully, 

  

Marc H. Stevens 

 

 


